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AMENDING SECTION 86, REVISED STATUTES OF THE 
UNITED STATES, RELATING TO THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 


FresruarY 20 (legislative day, January 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Jounston of South Carolina, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8. 2381) 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2381) to amend section 86, Revised Statutes of the United 
States relating to the District of Columbia, as amended, after full 
consideration, report favorably thereon with amendments and recom- 
mend that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendments are as follows: 

On page 1, line 9, strike out “employee” and insert “official or offi- 
cials”’ 

On page line 10, strike out “designated by them” and insert 

“acting Ban to rules and regulations issued by the Commis- 
sioners”’ 

The purpose of this bill is to vest in the Commissioners of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia the same discretion with regard to employment by 
the District of Columbia of persons who have been convicted of a crime, 
or of any felony, which is presently vested in the United States 
Government in its employment of personnel. Under existing law, no 
person who has been convicted of the offenses of bribery, perjury, or 
any other infamous crime (which includes conviction of a felony), may 
be employed in any office of profit or trust in the District of C olumbia. 
The Attorney General has construed the term “infamous crime” as 
any felony, and has construed the term “ office’ as meaning any posi- 
tion or employment. The District of Columbia, therefore, is pro- 
hibited from employing, even as a laborer, one who has been previously 
convicted of a crime. 

The Board of Parole has been experiencing considerable difficulty 
in securing employment for persons being released upon parole and 
good-time release, and point out that passage of this legislation 
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would enable them to utilize sources of employment in the District 
of Columbia Government, particularly with respect to laboring jobs 
in the Highway Department, Division of Sanitation, Sewer Division, 
Sanitary Engineering Department, District buildings, and the like. 
This bill was requested by, and has the approval of, the Board of 
Commissioners. 
CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, are 
shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed in 
black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing law in which no 
change is proposed is shown in roman): 


Section 1-316, District or CoLtumsBra Copp, 1940 Eprrion 


No [person convicted of bribery, perjury, or other infamous crime, nor any] 
person who has been or may be a collector or holder of public moneys, who shall 
not have accounted for and paid over, upon final judgment, duly recovered ac- 
cording to law, all such moneys due from him, shall be eligible to any office of 
profit or trust in the District. Hxcept upon the writien approval of the Commis- 
stoners, or pursuant to regulations issued by them, no person who has been convicted 
of a felony in the District of Columbia or of an offense in any other jurisdiction 
which, if committed in the District, would be a felony, shall be employed in or by the 
government of the District of Columbia or any agency thereof. 
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